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Leader of the UNP led United National Front for Good Governance Ranil Wickremesinghe was sworn in 
as Prime Minister for a record fourth time by President Maithripala Sirisena during a solemn ceremony 
at the Presidential Secretariat yesterday.

A cross section of politicians and well wishers were present, but what surprised most people was the 
attendance of former President Mahinda Rajapaksa.

Rajapaksa congratulated Wickremesinghe and also shook hands with Sirisena. The three of them kept 
smiling and exchanging pleasantries.

Security was tight and the freedom of movement which the media enjoyed during the oath taking 
ceremonies of the President and Prime Minister at the Independence Square and the Cabinet of 
Ministers at the Presidential Secretariat respectively following the January 8, Presidential Election was 
somewhat absent . Many a journalist was heard to comment if it was sign of ‘things to come’ with a 
‘stable government’ in place.

The occasion also marked the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the UNP 
and SLFP for the formation of a National Government amidst a section of the UPFA led by Rajapaksa 
opposing the move.

General Secretaries of the two parties Kabir Hasim and Duminda Dissanayake inked the agreement, 
the drafting of which was overseen by former President Chandrika Kumaratunga on behalf of 
President Srisena. In terms of the MoU the UNP and the UPFA would work together in Parliament with 
the objective of ensuring good governance, consensual politics, the rule of law and also the 
development of the country in an environment devoid of corruption, nepotism and anarchism.

The two sides also agreed to complete the "unfinished business" of the 100-day programme on which 
Maithripala Srisena was elected President.

Wickremesinghe who was elected to Parliament having obtained 500,566 preference votes at last 
Mondays Polls, which was the highest ever in the history of Sri Lankan elections said that the UNP-
SLFP National Government partnership which would be for a period of two to three years could be 
extended based on the country’s needs.

Page 1 of 1The Island

27/02/2016http://www.island.lk/index.php?page_cat=article-details&page=article-details&code_t...


